
Sustainable development requires consideration of the particularities of the local economies and the local 
production practices. The implementation of sustainable policies demands alternative strategies that do not 
affect the pre-established sources of incomes. 
How do we engage with sustainable development in our own work? 
My ongoing Ph.D. research aims at investigating the performances of the implementation of spatial planning 
projects, examining differences in the practices of governance in two cases. It analyzes the initiative of the 
Inter-American Development Bank (IADB) under the name Emerging and Sustainable Cities Initiative (ESCI) 
and its relation with the nano urban projects in Medellín (Colombia) and in Xalapa (Mexico). This project 
seeks to evaluate this initiative through the analysis of the implementation of macro-regional programs in 
micro-urban regions. It is conducted through a multi-level analysis and a comparative study which combines 
qualitative and quantitative approach. Finally, it presents the relationship between citizen participation 
mechanisms and the achievement of sustainability conditions within spatial transformation projects in local 
territories. 
 
How will we contribute to the key research area on sustainability?  Forthcoming Research Lines  
Investigating the nano level sustainability policies and its relations with upper levels develop elements of 
analysis which contribute to further studies in new regionalisms and their connection with the field of urban 
planning. My research proposes a framework for a dialogue between living actors in projects at the nano 
level and decision-makers at the regional level enabling sustainable participatory development. It also 
promotes the identification of the bottom-up and top-down correlation of policy making processes within 
wide-ranging funding initiatives. In other words, it takes into consideration three entities of urban planning, 
such as the citizen participation, the sustainability paradigms, and their relation with a funding institution. 
Moreover, it allows the financing institutions and the territorial entities to obtain indicators for evaluations 
of their decisions in their territorial planning projects. 
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